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will be sufficient. You speak it fairly; try to speak il
elegantly. Bead "French authors. Read Roehefoucault.
The French writers are the finest in the world, for they
clear our heads of all ridiculous ideas. Study precision,

* Do not talk too much at present; do not try to talk.
But whenever you speak, speak with self-possession. Speak
in a subdued tone, and always look at the person whom you
are addressing. Before one can engage in general conver-
sation with any effect, there is a certain acquaintance with
trifling but amusing subjects which must be first attained.
"X ou will soon pick up sufficient by listening and observing.
Never argue. In society nothing must be discussed; give
only results. If any person differ from you, bow and turn
the conversation. In society never think; always be on
the watch, or you will miss many opportunities and say
many disagreeable things.

' Talk to women, talk to women as much as you can.
This is the best school. This is the way to gain fluency
because you need not care what you say, and had better
not be sensible. They, too, will rally you on many points,
and as they are women you will not be offended. Nothing
is of so much importance and of so much use to a young
man entering life as to be well criticised by women. It is
impossible to get rid of those thousand bad habits which we
pick up in boyhood, without this supervision. Unfortu-
nately you have no sisters. But never be offended if a
woman rally you; encourage her, otherwise you will never
be free from your awkwardness or any little oddities, and
certainly never learn to dress.

4 You ride pretty well, but you had better go through
the manege. Every gentleman should be a perfect cavalier,
You shall have your own groom and horses, and I wish you
to ride regularly every day.

' As you are to be at home for so short a time, and for
other reasons, I think it better that you should not have a